As long as mortality due to these acute epidemics remained overwhelming, the rise in mortality due to tuberculosis during war was not
' Rats have killed more human beings than all the wars since Christ.' Naturally these acute epidemic diseases "which killed large numbers in dramatically short periods of time attracted most attention, and effective measures were taken against them. Civilian as well as army records of health during this present war show that these large scale epidemics of acute diseases have been conquered to a large extent by improved public health measures and more efficient army medical services.
As long as mortality due to these acute epidemics remained overwhelming, the rise in mortality due to tuberculosis during war was not evident. However, as the acute epidemics became more and more controlled, and as the means of exact diagnosis of tuberculosis and the machinery for collecting reliable tuberculosis statistics became more and more perfected, the increase in the menace of tuberculosis both in military services and in civil populations during war became more and more apparent.
Tuberculosis and the world war of There is reason to believe that long wars accompanied by privation have always led to increase in tuberculosis. The siege of Paris in 1870-71 quadrupled the general mortality in six months. In the augmented number of deaths, a large increase in tuberculosis was noted. It is said that even the character of tuberculosis changed from chronic to acute form. But it was the world conflict of 1914-18 that revealed tuberculosis for the first time as a major war problem. One 
